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What is a grad school?

What is research?

Tips for success



What is a grad school?



Learning?



Science!



What is Science?



“Whatever Ph.D.s do”



What is a Ph.D.?
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Why get a Ph.D.?



Want to be called “Dr.”?



Want to be a professor?



Source: NSF, CRA



New CS Ph.D. Tenure-track jobs in CS
0

500
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1500

2000

Source: NSF, CRA



Only good reason?



“Supposed to
be a Jedi.”

Yannis Smaragdakis



How to be a good student



Perseverance

Tenacity

Cogency



10 ways to fail



Focus on grades and classes
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Learn too much
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Expect perfection
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effort

quality



Ohm’s law?



Richter’s law?



Dalton’s law?



Coulomb’s law?



Charles’s law?









“Good enough”
is

Good enough.





“Whatever. Good enough.”



“Whatever. Good enough.”

EinsteinDr.



Procrastinate
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Go rogue too early/late
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Treat it like school or work

6



Ignore thy committee
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Aim too low

8



Aim too high

9



Miss the real milestones

10



What is research?



“...like obscenity...”

John Regehr



What is research?

•Must advance state of art

•Must have chance of failure

•Must be more than coding



“How do I do research?”



You fail.



What is failing?



















My Idea
Me, Myself and My Advisor

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Duis at 
nisi sit amet est pharetra 
malesuada vitae ac mauris. Donec 
aliquam magna quis libero 
adipiscing ac sollicitudin turpis 
elementum. Nunc lobortis quam 
vitae ipsum auctor scelerisque. 
Mauris id magna turpis. Phasellus 
sit amet massa neque, vel 
consequat odio. In suscipit 
accumsan mi, nec mollis nunc 
consectetur sit amet. Quisque 
blandit condimentum justo, at 
pellentesque magna posuere vel. 
Praesent laoreet gravida dui, sed 
mattis sem faucibus id. Etiam non 
mauris in metus dignissim congue 
sit amet sit amet diam. Duis 
feugiat tortor ultricies magna 
lacinia ut faucibus erat semper. 
Maecenas dignissim consectetur 
porta.

Donec aliquam magna quis libero adipiscing ac sollicitudin turpis 
elementum. Nunc lobortis quam vitae ipsum auctor scelerisque. Mauris id 
magna turpis. Phasellus sit amet massa neque, vel consequat odio. In suscipit 
accumsan mi, nec mollis nunc consectetur sit amet. Quisque blandit 
condimentum justo, at pellentesque magna posuere vel. Praesent laoreet 
gravida dui, sed mattis sem faucibus id. 



peer reviews
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Tips



Capture your ideas!









Write early, write often.



Blog and tweet.



Read a lot, but write more.



Volunteer to speak.





Eliminate distraction.



LeechBlock

WasteNoTime

StayFocusd







E = mc2



Freedom



Stay healthy.



Network!



Good luck!
blog.might.net
@mattmight


