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Science requires failure.



Theory governs failure.



You can hack the theory.



You can hack the theory.
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What is Science?



“Whatever Ph.D.s do”



What is a Ph.D.?
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What is “pushing?”



pushing



pushing

is
failing



What is failing?



















My Idea
Me, Myself and My Advisor

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Duis at 
nisi sit amet est pharetra 
malesuada vitae ac mauris. Donec 
aliquam magna quis libero 
adipiscing ac sollicitudin turpis 
elementum. Nunc lobortis quam 
vitae ipsum auctor scelerisque. 
Mauris id magna turpis. Phasellus 
sit amet massa neque, vel 
consequat odio. In suscipit 
accumsan mi, nec mollis nunc 
consectetur sit amet. Quisque 
blandit condimentum justo, at 
pellentesque magna posuere vel. 
Praesent laoreet gravida dui, sed 
mattis sem faucibus id. Etiam non 
mauris in metus dignissim congue 
sit amet sit amet diam. Duis 
feugiat tortor ultricies magna 
lacinia ut faucibus erat semper. 
Maecenas dignissim consectetur 
porta.

Donec aliquam magna quis libero adipiscing ac sollicitudin turpis 
elementum. Nunc lobortis quam vitae ipsum auctor scelerisque. Mauris id 
magna turpis. Phasellus sit amet massa neque, vel consequat odio. In suscipit 
accumsan mi, nec mollis nunc consectetur sit amet. Quisque blandit 
condimentum justo, at pellentesque magna posuere vel. Praesent laoreet 
gravida dui, sed mattis sem faucibus id. 
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“not enough preliminary work to motivate plausibility”



“the work is basically already done”
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There’s a theory for that.
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How to hack p and n.
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More ideas?



Capture them!

1







Better ideas?



Embrace the uncomfortable.

2



Engage arts and humanities.

3







New Ideas
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Exercise.
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More papers?
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Practice!



Write every day.
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Blog! Tweet!



Don’t perfect.
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“Good enough”
is

Good enough.





“Whatever. Good enough.”
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EinsteinDr.



Don’t procrastinate.
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Eliminate distraction.



Cripple your technology.



LeechBlock & StayFocusd.



Freedom







E = mc2



Better papers?



Most papers are true.



Most papers are rejected.



The truth is not enough.



True & “Interesting”



Practice persuasion.
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Play devil’s advocate.



Disagree with yourself.
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Make more jobs available?



Have a backup.
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Postdoc or start-up.



Improve your chances?



Connect.
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Blog!



Publish high-impact papers.



Give high-impact talks.



What is impact?



impact ∝ style ⨉ substance



Practice style.
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